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Project Location



Penn Ave West



History

§ Original connection between the 
Federal City and Georgetown 
(before the District was established)

§ Historic Streetcar route for lines to 
Rosslyn-Benning, Cabin John, 
and Tenleytown

§ Metro operation (Farragut West) 
began in 1977

§ Pennsylvania Avenue in front of 
White House closed to traffic 
in May 1995



Existing Conditions
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The Challenge



Take It to the People









EXISTINGEXISTING

PROPOSEDPROPOSED





Penn Ave SE



History
§ Identified as a Preeminent Viewshed in the 2016 Comp 

Plan 

§ Has long been an important multimodal transportation 
corridor for the District and the region
• Streetcar service began 1903, ended 1962
• Metrorail service launched on July 1, 1977

§ Most of corridor (between 2nd Street SE and 13th 
Street SE) falls within the Capitol Hill Historic District



Existing Conditions



The Challenge



Take It to the People

Outreach

Collaboration

Synergy

Teamwork

Success



Outcomes

Establishes continuous 
dedicated separated 
bike facility

Maintains effective 
bus operations 
and access

Preserves on-street 
parking to serve 
commercial zones

Maintains acceptable 
traffic operations



Implementation

§ Phase 1 is under construction – Penn 
Ave SE between 2nd and 13th Streets SE
– Bus lanes painted in Fall 2022
– Bus boarding platforms being installed in 

Winter 2022/23
– Bike lane installation and bus stop 

relocation in Spring 2023
– Operational mid-2023

§ Phase 2 will be implemented in 
coordination with Penn Ave/Potomac 
Ave intersections improvements



Lessons Learned

§ Develop a process, not a standard

§ Iconic and context-sensitive can coexist

§ Find great partners and clients

§ Double and triple check utilities
– Subsurface utilities influence surface level 

design decisions

§ Don’t underestimate the positive impact 
of good public engagement

§ It’s ok to be excited!
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