
Benefits:

• Safer, low-speed, people-friendly 
streets

• Catalyzes transit-oriented economic 
development

Walkable Urban Streets Act

Implementing 

Complete Streets Policy (2012)
Prince George’s Urban Street Design 
Standards (2017)

Source: NACTO

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/intersections/major-intersections/


Speed kills - urban places should be 25 MPH

Source: https://smartgrowthamerica.org/what-are-complete-streets/



Twice the 
pedestrian deaths 
in Prince George’s 
County as peers



DPW&T’s 2017 Urban Street Design Standards
 - for Regional Transit Centers & Local Centers

Engineering standards for new urban 
street types:

1. 25 mph design speed

2. 2-4 travel lane maximum

3. 10' travel lane widths (11' for bus 
routes)

4. 15' minimum corner turning radius

5. Buffered sidewalks & bike facilities

Elements: 

❏ Slower speeds

❏ Shorter crossing 
distances

❏ Reduced corner radii

❏ Wider sidewalks

❏ More bicycle 
facilities

❏ Pedestrian amenities



Roads designed for speed not safety



● Codifies & requires 

implementation of urban 

street design standards

● Annual reporting

● 10 year plan for 

compliance around 

centers

Walkable Urban Streets Act

West Hyattsville Local Transit Center



● Determine size of 
roadway -- number of 
travel lanes (2,3, or 4) -- 
based on traffic 
volumes for urban 
traffic flow standards

● Over-designed roads 
increase speed and 
crossing distance

Walkable Urban Streets Act



● Tighter corner turning radius of 15 
feet to be a maximum rather than 
minimum

● Prohibits slip lanes (high speed right 
turn lanes) and multiple left turn 
lanes

Source: NACTO

Walkable Urban Streets Act

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/intersections/major-intersections/


Source: NACTO

Walkable Urban Streets Act - bus lane option to be added 

Transit Priority Mixed Use Boulevard 4-Lane cross-section to be added

https://nacto.org/publication/transit-street-design-guide/transit-lanes-transitways/transit-lanes/shared-bus-bike-lane/


Curtail unlimited, 
unaccountable authority by 
DPW&T and Department of 
Permitting, Inspections, & 
Enforcement (DPIE) to depart 
from standards

Walkable Urban Streets Act - 
One more important change needed



Learn More
Walkable Urban Streets Act 

advocacy resources:

www.smartergrowth.net

Smart Growth America:

Why safety and vehicle speed are 
incompatible goals for street design

Contact: Cheryl Cort

Coalition for Smarter Growth, 
cheryl@smartergrowth.net

https://smartergrowth.net/maryland/prince-georges-county/resources-for-walkable-urban-streets-bill-prince-georges-county/
https://smartergrowth.net/maryland/prince-georges-county/resources-for-walkable-urban-streets-bill-prince-georges-county/
http://www.smartergrowth.net
https://youtu.be/Ii4fXlCNh8k
https://youtu.be/Ii4fXlCNh8k


Appendix - Urban Street Design 
Standards





Cross section with buffered, protected bike lane

Source: 2017 Urban Street Design Standards, Prince George’s Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T)



Curb extension with parking lane

Source: 2017 Urban Street Design Standards, Prince George’s Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T)



10’ travel lane widths

11’ for bus routes 

- Convert to maximum from 
minimum

Source: NACTO

Walkable Urban Streets Act

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/street-design-elements/lane-width/





